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The  fifteenth  National  4-H  Club  Encampment  at  Washington,  D.C.  takes  place 
next  month,  from  June  18  to  June  25.    This  camp  will  be  made  up  as  usual  of  2  hoys 
and  2  girls  from  almost  every  state.    They  have  won  the  trip  to  the  national 
capital  because  of  outstanding  club  records.     The  delegates  will  live  for  a  week, 
as  other. 4-H  camp  groups  have  done,  in  tents  near  the  Washington  Monument.  And 
they  will  follow  a  similar  program  from  day  to  day,  in  which  they  will  hear  speake: 
of  note,  hold  discussion  conferences  on  club  matters,  and  go  on  trips  to  see  in- 
teresting government  buildings.     There  will  be  radio  broadcasts  by  club  members, 
special  ceremonies  of  different  types,  and  possibly  a  personal  greeting  from  Mrs. 
Roosevelt. 

But  in  one  vital  respect  this  fifteenth  4-H  honor  camp  will  differ  from  all 
previous  camps,—  and  that  is  in  the  topics  which  will  come  up  for  discussion 
throughout  the  week.  A  definite  theme  will  run  through  the  program— Rural  Youth's 
Responsibilities  in  the  Present  Crisis.  This  theme  will  be  touched  on  from  differ 
ent  angles  by  the  various  speakers  and  in  the  junior  and  leader  conferences.  It 
tail  be  linked  with  the  4-H  Seven-Point  Program  for  National  Defense  now  well  unde 
way. 

Perhaps  it  should  be  made  clear  that  nobody  has  proposed  any  big  changes  ir 
the  basic  4-H  activities.    Fortunately  these  club  members  have  always  been  doing 
the  very  things  that  gear  in  perfectly  with  the  general  defense  program,  like 
raising  and  canning  foods,  carrying  health  projects,  and  learning  about  good 
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nutrition.     But  the  forthcoming  camp  at  Washington  offers  the  delegates  an  unusual 
opportunity  to  see  how  their  local  programs  compare  with  those  of  other  parts  of  the 
country  in  view  of  the  present  emergency.    Remember  that  the  170  delegates,  from  43 
states  and  2  territories,  represent  over  1  million,  400  thousand  club  members  back 
home,  '-ho  will  be  given  a  report  on  the  ideas  brought  out  at  the  camp. 

At  each  day's  junior  conference  there  will  be  a  4-H  club  member  presiding, 

i 

a  discussion  leader,  and  a  panel  composed  of  the  four  delegates  from  one  state. 
The  topic  for  the  first  day  will  be  "Moral  Issues  in  the  Present  Crisis."    The  dis- 
cussion will  clarify  the  differences  between  democracy  and  totalitarianism,  and 
pave  the  way  for  later  topics. 

'The  second  topic  will  be  "Rural  Youth's  Responsibilities  in  the  Home  and  on 
the  Home  Farm."    This  will  of  course  bring  out  the  relationship  between  the  various 
4-H  food  production  projects  and  the  food  program  under  national  defense.    And  since 
man  power  may  be  much  reduced  on  farms  during  the  next  few  years,  due  to  defense 
industries  and  military  service,  the  younger  members  of  farm  families  who  are  now  in 
4-H  clubs  may  find  that  they  will  have  to  assume  more  responsibilities  at  home  than 
heretofore . 

Rural  Youth's  Responsibilities  as  Citizens  in  the  Present  Crisis  is  the  next 
subject  for  discussion.     The  delegates    will  be  asked  to  think  and  talk  about  pop- 
ular government,  liberty,  tolerance,  equality  of  opportunity,  and  the  duties  as  well 
as  the  rights  of  the  citizen  under  a  democratic  form  of  government.  Supplementing 
this  discussion  there  will  be  a  citizenship  ceremony  at  the  Lincoln  Memorial,  which 
will  be  broadcast  on  the  radio  on  June  23,  in  the  Farm  and  Home  hour.    The  U.  S. 
Marine  Band  will  play  for  this  ceremony. 

The  Responsibilities  of  Rural  Youth  in  the  Local  Community  in  the  Present 
Crisis  comes  next.    Widely  varied  club  projects  come  under  this  head.    For  example, 
safety  and  first  aid;  soil  conservation  and  wild  life  protection;  community  sanita- 
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tion;  health  projects;  help  for  old  people  who  may  "be  left  alone  on  their  farms. 
Athletics  and  recreations  that  improve  physical  development  can  be  encouraged.  One 
state  has  already  established  fire  patrols  qf  4-H  club  members.    The  panel  discussion 
will  bring  out  many  other  possible  contributions  that  club  members  can  make  to  their 
community  in  line  with  national  defense  measures. 

An  understanding  and  appreciation  of  the  other  republics  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere  is  important  to  our  "good  neighbor"  policy,  and  one  morning's  panel 
discussion  will  center  on  this  subject.     In  passing,  I  might  add  that  Puerto  Rico 
4-H  clubs  will  be  represented  this  year,  and  there  will  be  delegates  from  another 
distant  territory — Alaska. 

And  finally,  Rural  Youth's  Responsibilities  During  the  Post-emergency  Period 

will  come  up  for  consideration.    As  no  one  yet  knows  what  the  post-war  period  will 

be  like,  this  discussion  will  trend  toward  present  preparations  and  plans  for  a  wise 

way  of  living  later  on.     Certainly  one  point  that  will  be  brought  up  is  the  need  for 
more 

a/general  development  of  mechanical  skills  around  a  farm.    That  is,  how  to  operate 
and  repair  farm  machinery  and  electrical  equipment.    This  is  something  those  staying 
at  home  can  learn  to  do  while  older  members  of  the  farm  family  are  called  away. 

Club  members,  too,  will  be  quick  to  see  the  advantage  of  being  ready  for  the 
post-war  world  by  learning  special  trades  and  skills  now  as  club  projects.  Live- 
stock, crop,  poultry,  and  forestry  projects  are  good  examples.    Club  members  should 
also  save  what  money  they  can,  get  as  much  education  as  possible,  build  up  their  own 
and  the  family  health,  and  in  general,  try  to  plan  their  lives  in  a  farsighted  way. 

These  are  not  new  ideas  among  4-H  club  members,  but  the  4-H  annual  camp  will 
focus  attention  on  them  more  sharply  than  ever. 

Perhaps  there'll  be  a  chance  a  little  later  to  tell  you  in  detail  what  some 
of  these  4-H  club  winners  have  done  in  their  club  projects. 
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